
VALIANT MARYLAND WOMEN:
THE FIGHT FOR SUFFRAGE

                        We especially appreciate having access to  
                    the Online Biographical Dictionary of the      
                Woman Suffrage Movement in the United States,  
    edited by Dr. Thomas Dublin and published by 
    Alexander Street. Thanks to their support and 
cooperation, and hundreds of volunteers writing 
biographical sketches for the dictionary, many Maryland 
suffragists were added to our project...and are known to 
the world.

https://documents.alexanderstreet.com/VOTESforWomen

Special thanks to the volunteers of the 
Maryland Women’s Heritage Center Suffrage

Exhibit team: Dr. Jean Baker, Dr. Ida Jones, 
Dr. Diane Weaver, Dr. Pamela Young, 

Jean Thompson, Christine R. Valeriann, 
Kathi Santora, Dr. Robyn Muncy’s history 

honors students at the University of Maryland, 
College Park, and many other contributors and  
          resources including the DuBois Circle, 
 Kacy Rohn, and Dr. Kate Clifford Larson.
www.mdwomensheritagecenter.org

Funding for this exhibit 
was provided by the 
Maryland Commission on 
the Commemoration of 
the 100th Anniversary of 
the Passage of the 19th 
Amendment to the United 
States Constitution.

Elizabeth “Lizzie” Chalk Herring   
 1844-1926  Baltimore County 
Herring was born into a Baltimore working-class family. She      
   was a seamstress until marrying Wilton S. Herring, a Northern 
           Central Railway freight agent. The couple reared three children    
                in Govanstown. Herring was active in her local Methodist    
                     Episcopal church and the Baltimore County Woman’s    
                           Christian Temperance Union. In 1893, the National 
                            American Woman Suffrage Association asked her to        
                                     establish the Era Club of Baltimore County. 
                                        Herring remained its president for 13 years. 

Lucy Diggs Slowe 1885-1937   Baltimore
Slowe was a woman of firsts in education, equal rights and sports. She was the first young 
woman to graduate from the Baltimore Colored School and the first from there to attend 
Howard University with a scholarship. She graduated as class valedictorian and went on to 
break barriers. She was the first principal of the first black junior high school in Washington, 
D.C., and a founder of Alpha Kappa Alpha, the first sorority established by African American 
women. Later, she became the first Dean of Women at Howard University and the first black 
woman to serve as Dean of Women at any American university. Slowe won the first American 
Tennis Association tournament in 1917, and was the first African American woman to win a 
major sports title. She often returned to Baltimore to speak about suffrage to women’s and 
civic groups. 


